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I was born and raised in Cookeville, TN.  My 

father was a Baptist preacher, so I grew up in a 

home where Christ was very much at the center 

of our family life.  

My mother passed away when I was very 

young, and I donõt remember her at all. My fa-

ther remarried, but I didnõt get along with my 

step-mother. I started running away from home 

and the court system saw fit to send me to 

reform school. Life got worse from there, and 

eventually I graduated to prison sentences in 

Tennessee and California. 

    I arrived at Teen Challenge this January 

with all the baggage of my past. No one 

wanted to be around me, not even my fam-

ily. I had a void in my life, and I filled it with 

anger, drugs, and alcohol, among other 

things. But the only thing that would fill 

me was the love of a Father. After I let 

God have control of my life, He made me 

complete and filled my life with His love 

and mercy. He is a God of second and 

third chances...and I needed all of 

them!   My anger has been turned 

into obedience to God.  Today, instead of drugs 

and alcohol, I crave Godõs love.  Obedience and 

total surrender to God is the key for me to live this 

new life in Christ.  Only by His grace and mercy am 

I still alive.  This has been the hardest, yet most 

rewarding journey of my life!  And now I look for-

ward to a future.  My testimony is the dramatic 

changes God has made in me.  He has taken me 

from a Captive to a Victor!  With Jesus on my side, 

I am more than a conqueror. 

 

òBe still and know that I am Godó (Psalm 46:10)  

I can be still because I know that He is a God of 

forgiveness, who loves me and cares for me in 

every way.  I thank God every day for Teen  

Challenge. 

 

òGive all your worries and cares to God, for He  

cares about what happens to you.ó  (1 Peter 5:7)   

All praise and glory to God,  

without Him I am nothing.  y  
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Well, the holiday season is upon us 

again, can you believe it?  This is the time 

each year when we all make a point to 

spend more time with family and friends.  

Because our students arenõt able to go 

home, the season is bitter sweet.  It is the 

first time in a long time to celebrate the 

True Reason for the Season, and Godõs 

desire is for these men and women to 

come to the saving knowledge of Christ 

Jesus.  As a former student, I can attest to 

the difficulties of being at Teen Challenge 

during this time. Please join us by praying 

for them throughout this season. Pray 

they would all stand firm, òBeing rooted 

and established in love to grasp how wide 

and long and high and deep is the love of 

Christ.ó Ephesians 3:17 

Please consider partnering with us to 

provide gifts not only for the students, but 

also for their children. Teen Challenge 

hopes to sponsor every child under the 

age of 16 for Christmas gifts this year.  

Talk to your pastor and womenõs ministry 

leaders about the opportunity for giving  

 

during the holidays.  Please contact Kayce 

in the San Antonio office at (210) 624-

2075 for more information.  y  

 

 

» Off Campus Work 

» Passenger Vehicles 

» Riding Lawn Mowers 

» Washers & Dryers 

» Plastic storage containers for 

ladies clothing 

» New Twin Mattresses 

» Sheets & Blankets for Twin 

Size Beds 

» Paper products 

» Your prayers 

» Auditorium Chairs 

» Walk in Cooler/Freezer 

  

// SPECIAL EVENTS  

 

» Student Count             95     

» First-time Salvations   9   

» Re-dedications     5   

» Water Baptisms    14 

» Graduations      10 

Proverbs 3:5  òTrust in the Lord with all 

your heart.  Never rely on what you think 

you know.ó We grew up very poor. My mom 

was 20, single, and raising 4 children. Life 

was hard to say the least. I tried my best to 

please her with straight Aõs, but it never 

seemed good enough. My alcoholic father 

came in and out of our lives just long 

enough to hurt us. When he molested me it 

seemed as though life came to a crashing 

end. I began to spiral out of control. I was in 

and out of foster homes because of my an-

ger. In 2008 I found out I was pregnant but I 

had a miscarriage. Any ounce of love that 

was left in me was gone! I was depressed 

and I started using pain killers. I lived for the 

pills and did everything to get them. I was 

empty and I thought the drugs were filling 

me with what I needed. When I hit rock bot-

tom, my  parents (I was adopted by my first 

set of foster parents when I was 15) told me 

about Teen Challenge, but I wasnõt inter-

ested. However, on April 10, 2009 I took a 

tour of the facility, and immediately I felt a 

warmth that I never felt before. I decided to 

stay. For the first month I didnõt want to 

have anything to do with God. But on May 

11th I surrendered. I was baptized on July 

26th to show my commitment to serving 

and following Jesus for the rest of my life. 

Since being here, I have learned how to love 

people and sincerely care about them. Iõm 

not angry anymore. God has taken my anger 

and the pain of my past and healed me from 

the inside out. God is slowly restoring my 

foster fatherõs and my relationship. And He 

has taught me how to forgive my biological 

father for the abuse of my past. My life is 

finally full of joy!  He has made me a new 

creation (2 Corinthians 5:17) and blessed me 

with wonderful friends and leaders at Teen 

Challenge.  y  

Jennifer, Age 17 

Trading Anger for Joy 

Merry Christmas, and  Happy New Year  

from the San Antonio Staff! 

San Antonio Campus  

3850 S. Loop 1604 W 

San Antonio, TX 78264 

(210) 624-2075 

Over the last 7 years, I praise God for the 

privilege of having served Teen Challenge 

at a local level in New Haven, Connecticut 

and at a national level in Springfield, Mis-

souri. Since June 2009, I am especially 

thrilled to now be serving at a state level - 

especially in my home state of Texas. With 

over 1.5 million drug and alcohol addicts in 

our great state, the services of Teen Chal-

lenge of Texas (TCTX) are needed more 

than ever before. 

In 2009, over 550 men and women were 

introduced to Christ and received services 

because of your faithful support. TCTX was 

privileged to demonstrate Christ's love to 

them, mentor them, teach them a trade, 

and assist them in replacing destructive 

habits with godly behavior. In this year 

alone, over 270 men and women graduated 

from our rigorous, yet life -transforming, 13-

month program.  

In light of the economic downturn we all 

faced this year, TCTX underwent a major 

reorganization which included adding 25 

beds to its Weatherford program by mov-

ing it to Azle (Dallas area), while closing our 

25 bed Jasper program in November. We 

are continuously striving to become more 

efficient, effective, and a better steward of 

resources. TCTX ends the year with a com-

mitted leadership team, reduced overhead 

expenses, a cash-only purchasing system, 

and an increased commitment to our mis-

sion of reaching and discipling the lost. Our 

8 programs scored an average of 99 per-

cent on the onsite accreditation review ad-

ministered by Teen Challenge USA; another 

indicator that TCTX is operating in excel-

lence.    

Although TCTX can serve 280 men and 

women at any given time, there are many 

more in our state that struggle with addic-

tion and desperately need Christ. In 2010, 

TCTX desires to add 70 beds to its Magnolia 

men's program and 30 beds to its Channel-

view (Houston area) women's program. We 

want to expand services 

to our exciting women 

and children's program 

in Driscoll (Corpus Christi area), while in-

creasing resources and training to all of our 

programs. We encourage community busi-

nesses, foundations, and individuals alike to 

come alongside us in supporting these 

worthwhile and eternal endeavors.  

Thank you again for your continued 

prayers and support of TCTX. As we ap-

proach the end of 2009, we not only praise 

God for what He enabled us to accomplish 

this year, but look forward to the numerous 

men and women we will have the opportu-

nity to serve in 2010! Let us know how we 

can serve you and how you may be able to 

support our students. 

I pray you had a wonderful Thanksgiving 

and hope you have a blessed Christmas 

season!  y  

Dr. George M. Thomas 

President and CEO 


