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My name is Deanna Collins, I am 39, from 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Iõm in my 8th month 

at Teen Challenge and the verse I stand on is 

Exodus 14:14: The Lord will fight for you; you 

need only to be still. I want to start off by giving 

all the glory to God, because without his grace, 

mercy, and righteousness I would not be able to 

share my story. I grew up in a middle class home, 

an older sister, stay at home mom, and my dad 

was an Oklahoma firefighter. We were a very 

close family, and my sister and I grew up with a 

lot of love. We didnõt grow up in church, but we 

had a strong faith instilled within us at an early 

age. Our family background also consists of men-

tal illness, addiction, and suicide. From an early 

age I felt different, I couldnõt put my finger on 

what or why I felt this way. So I began to start 

drinking and doing drugs to fit into myself. All 

through high school I experimented with eve-

rything I could get my hands on. After 

graduation I worked at a law firm, got mar-

ried, and had three beautiful children. I was 

married for seven years and as time went 

on I became a full blown alcoholic and 

meth addict. I woke up one morning and 

everyone I loved was gone, in a blink of 

eye I had lost everything. My addiction 

had led me down a dead end road. As 

I became deeper into my addiction I 

experienced some things that were 

not of God, and when one becomes face to face 

with these things you become cold, hateful, bitter, 

and angry. I became a liar, a cheat, and a thief. I 

destroyed every relationship, and I burned every 

bridge. I have not seen or talked with my children 

because of my life style and my addiction. I have 

watched them grow up through photographs and 

I have heard their voices in the background when 

calling home to check on them. I was on the out-

side looking in realizing my life was no longer 

mine. I had run for years and I finally grew tired, 

and I wanted to change my life. Through many 

prayers from friends and family back home I 

made it to Teen Challenge. God grabbed a hold 

of me and I have not been the same. When God 

enter things change. He has settled the storm 

inside me that has kept me from experiencing 

grace, mercy, love, peace, and true friendship. I 

know through my obedience and willingness to 

walk righteously beside Him, He will restore my 

relationship with my children and family. Today I 

have people in my life who care about me, and I 

care about them. Iõm also learning to trust and to 

be trusted and to knock down the walls that have 

been built over the years. Hebrews 11:1says, 

òNow faith is being sure of what we hope for and 

certain of what we do not see.ó I have become 

still in Him and let Him work through me with His 

grace and mercy.  When God enters people 

change. 
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Greetingsõ in Jesus name! I cannot ex-

press the joy that wells up within me as I 

write to you. I have the distinct privilege 

and honor to be the new Executive Direc-

tor of this campus. You see, the San Anto-

nio center holds a very special place in my 

heart. I originally arrived here in February 

2005 as a broken, beaten, and tired piece 

of a man. San Antonio Teen Challenge is 

where I met the One who would change 

me forever. Jesus Christ grabbed hold of 

me and turned my mourning into dancing.  

He taught me how to love again and 

helped me understand how to be the man 

He created me to be.   

I stayed on with Teen Challenge in 

several capacities after graduating in 

2006. My wife Kayce and I were asked to 

open our Weatherford Campus early last 

year. We were getting quite comfortable 

in North Texas when the call came last 

month that help was needed in San Anto-

nio. Doesnõt God have a knack for pulling 

us out of our comfort zone at just the 

right time? He is so faithful and always 

knows what is best for us. 

It is so wonderful to be home! A pow-

erful move of God is just around the cor-

ner for all the students and staff. The best 

is yet to come! Thank you for being part 

of this ministry with your prayers and sup-

port. We could not do it without you.  

I also want to let you know that we will 

not be sending a newsletter in September 

and October. We are transitioning from a 

monthly to a quarterly mailing. Please 

continue to be faithful with your support 

of Teen Challenge during this time. Your 

gifts are such a blessing and source of 

encouragement to all of us. I know you 

have many choices on where to give.  

Thank you for choosing Teen Challenge.  

» Vehicles 

» Lawn Mowers &  
Weed eaters 

» Washers & Dryers 

» �������Œ�}�}�u���(�µ�Œ�v�]�š�µ�Œ�����(�}�Œ���t�}�u���v�[�•��
Center 

» New Twin Mattresses 

» Sheets & Blankets for Twin Size 
Beds 

» Round tables & chairs for dining 
facility 

» Large shop fans 

» Hand power tools 

» Disc & plow for tractor 

» Auditorium Chairs 

» Construction Materials 

» Walk in Cooler/Freezer 

» Sound Equipment for Chapel 

8/9 - Windsor Park Assembly 

 San Antonio, TX  |  10:30am 

 

8/9 - Cove Church of the Nazarene 

 Copperas Cove, TX  |  10:55am 

 

8/9 - Greater Evangelist Temple 

 San Antonio, TX  |  10am 

 

8/9 - Community Church 

 Austin, TX  |  11am 

 

8/16 - First Baptist Church 

 Brackettville, TX  |  11am 

 

8/16 - Highland Terrace UMC 

 San Antonio, TX  |  10am 

 

8/23 - Potosi Baptist Church 

 Abilene, TX  |  10:45am 

 

8/23 - United Methodist Church  

 San Antonio, TX  |  9:30am 

 

8/30 - Calvary Lutheran Church 

 San Angelo, TX  |  8:15am 

 

8/30 - Milton Avenue Baptist 

 Brownwood, TX  |  6pm 

 

8/30 - Bethany United Methodist  

 San Antonio, TX  |  11am 

 

8/30 - Leakey United Methodist 

 Leakey, TX  |  11am 

 

» Student Count      96   

» First-time Salvations    11 

» Re-dedications        6 

» Water Baptisms     14 

» Graduations         7 

My name is C. J. Moore.  I am 23 years 

old and am from Palestine, Texas. Although I 

was raised in a strong Christian home, I be-

gan to drift away from God.  I started experi-

menting with drugs early in my teenage 

years.  

One small compromise led to another 

and eventually grew into an all-consuming 

addiction to prescription drugs and alcohol.  

By the age of 19 I had three D.U.Iõs and was 

constantly in and out of jail. At age 21, I 

overdosed and spent two weeks in the local 

ICU. After being discharged from the hospi-

tal I attempted to put the pieces of my life 

back together. Despite my best efforts, my 

addiction took control once again which 

landed me back in jail. This is when I began 

to take a good hard look at my life and how 

it was affecting my family ð particularly my 

two beautiful children, Myles and Kenley.  

It was at this time that the Lord sent an 

old friend back into my life. This friend just 

so happened to be an intern at Teen Chal-

lenge.  With his help, I decided to take the 

first step in my recovery and give Teen Chal-

lenge a try.  

Over the last nine months the Lord has 

done a tremendous work in my life. He has 

transformed my anger and depression into 

joy and hope. My own desires are no longer 

paramount in my life because the Lord has 

shown me that putting others first is the 

true catalyst for change and growth.  

Because of the fervent prayers of friends 

and family, (thank you Momma!) and the 

Lordõs grace, I am no longer the man I used 

to be. Above all else I now desire to serve 

the Lord with all of my heart and to be the 

strong Christian man my family has always 

deserved.  

The scripture I stand on is Romans 8:2ñ

Because through Christ Jesus the law of the 

Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin 

and death.  �]  


