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COASTAL BEND Hi! My name is Crystal Compton, and | am

26 years old and from Magnolia, Tx. Has any-

MAGNOLIA one ever hit rock bottom and thought that

WEATHERFORD there is no hope for them? Well there is, and |
am living proof. With God, all things are possi-
KERRVILLE ble. | grew up with two of the worlds greatest
JASPER parents, who were on fire for God. That love
for God was instilled in my heart at an early
age. However, | began to drift away from
God.
At age 17, | found myself pregnant and

“Becomeg
ﬁe‘w 3 on

There is hope and healing for

alone. After | had my son, | was so con-

fused and hurting, and not knowing how
lives that are bound by addiction to deal with my pain, | turned to alcohol.
and other life-controlling problems.

The pain that stayed within me became
Find hope at (866) 913-4181.

heavier. | met someone and he intro-
duced me to prescription pain pills.

Teen Challenge provides

adult & family Christian recovery

services at seven different campuses

across Texas. To learn more about Teen

Challenge of Texas and the programs

Between him and pills, that void in
my heart was filled temporarily. He
began to be verbally, physically

and sexually abusive. Instead of

we offer, please visit our website.

» Www.tctexas.org
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Crystal Compto .
HOUSTON STUDENT '

turning to God, | became more dependent on
drugs. My life began to tumble down. On Au-
gust 13th, | overdosed, and that is when | real-
ized that | needed help. I cried out to God and
told Him that | would do anything if He would
( NKJ V)
patiently for the Lord; and He inclined to me,

help me. Psalm 40:12 says:
and heard my cry. He also brought me up out

of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set

my feet upon a rock, and e
| am so thankful that He is a God of many
chances. He has done a wonderful work in my
life and continues to bless me. He has given
me a hope and a future. | love Him with all my
heart and am honored to be called His child. |
will be graduating from Teen Challenge in less
than a month. God did all of this. Through the y
prayers of my parents and the Joy that Jesus 4
gives, | can now be the mother God intended

me to be to my 3 children -Jacob, Emily, and

Miranda. Thank you Jesus.
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The lives of the ladies here at our One of our ladies recently told me, this is
Channelview Teen Challenge center can the first time since she was 12 years old,
be thab shel was nod diudkAdw Gi& .bidhday.
Someone dresp she ia chianged. h lnn2gde Cori 318

it

summed up in one

once sai d,

successful, but you can not have success ( NL T) , says, 0so

without change. 6 T htleat veil reenoved can aeeyand weflegt she

that change effects our lives. You can glory of the Lord. And the Lordfi who is

change jobs, attitudes, clothes, your the Spirith makes us more and more like

mind, churches, goals and even have a Him as we are changed into His glorious

One of our

change of heart, and that change can only i

mage. 0
be done through the power of Jesus ceived a prophetic word from a visiting

Christ. What a joy it is to see how the love  Pastor. He told her of how her piano

of Jesus effects the lives of these ladies playing would be a great blessing to many
after He has brought change into their He did not know that she even

1st

people.

of Slayed thelpi@no6 She KeptTher takerd gns

Il i ves. Part

be changed
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A word from our Pastor

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the spirit saith unto the churches.” - Rev. 2:29

| think the ten lepers in the Bible are an excellent illustration of this concept (see Lk. 17: 11-19).
These ten afflicted, disfigured and distraught men were bound by the chains of their own limi-
tations (much like our students have been bound by their addictions). No matter who they were
before, now they were lepers. Like bad apples, they were cast out from friends and family. They
were denied the feeling of warmth, love and intimacy. Like other alienated groups they found
refuge in each other's company. Pain sometimes brings together strange bedfellows. These ten
men had heard that Jesus was passing by. For Jesus to just pass you by would be perhaps the
scariest thing that could happen when you are hurting. The thing is, these ten guys seized the
moment. They took a risk- they cried out to Him. Have you ever had a time in your life when you
were pushed to make a radical decision? Our students have and they've cried out.

No one can hear like the Lord does. He can hear your thoughts afar off (see Ps. 139:2), so you
know he can hear the desperate cry of someone who hasnothing to lose. Just like when the
lepers cried, He responded. It was the power of His word that carried them off into the realm of
miracles. Just like our students are doing, they began to walk toward a goal. | don’t know which
step it was that brought them to their cleansing, and with most of us it's not just one step. It'sa
relentless plowing through of obstacles and insecurities that brings the result of prayers
answered and miracles realized. That’s the wonderful thing about knowing Jesus-He takes away
the old ugly scares of sin and leaves newness. When all is falling in on you, you feel as though
you have become like the lepers, Cry Out for the one who can cleanse you and direct you on
that path to your miracle.

Blessings,

Pastor Greg
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diction. After she sat down, | walked to
where she was sitting, took her by the
hand and began walking her to the piano.
She said she did not want to go to the
@aind andd $aid yes yowdh. dShetsa goe/n
on the piano bench and said what do |
play. | asked her if she had a prayer lan-
guage, and she said she did. | told her let
her prayer language go through her fin-
gels ardtheepimno. r Shecdidnand she wene -
up and down the keys in beautiful piano
praise. She now plays the piano in some
of our praise and worship times together.
She now knows that she will be changed
il thedwinkling of an eye, for eternity.
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Recap of
Texas Drug
Offenses .z

These recent news items highlight the need for Teen Challenge
prevention and recovery programs in our Texas communities.

What a deputy thought would be a routine stop of
a suspicious car led to the arrest of a man and

women for intent to manufacture methamphet

amines. They are being held in Bexar County Jail
with bonds at over $30,000 each

San Antonio AP - July 11, 2009
Law enforcement along Highway 77 in South
Texas say that they are seeing more drug traffick
ing than ever, seizing millions in cash and illegal
drugs since January

KII-TV - July 23, 2009
Prosecutors in Houston are filing felony drug
charges against Green Bay Packers defensive
lineman Johnny Jolly, Jr. He was arrested in

Houston last July for allegedly having over 150
grams of codeine
-Sports News - July 17, 2009

After the arrest of several Houston-area teachers for

ise earlier this year, HB 975 was introduced in

the Texas Legislature. It would require mandatory

drug testing for Texas teachers. It has not been

passed yet.



With this
but give thanks to God for all of His infinite

mont h

wisdom that He imparts in our leaders here at
Teen Challenge of Texas in Channelview. Our
ministry is definitely mentioned in the Bible.
It states in 2 Cor. 5:1718 ( NLT)
who belongs to Christ has become a new per-

ot

son. The old life is gone; a new life has be-
gun! And all of this is a gift from God, who
brought us back to Himself through Christ.
And God has given us this task of reconciling
people to Him.é

Along with the changes that take place in
every womends |ife
ter, the changes take place in their families
lives as well. Reconciliation takes place be-
this Godos

not just outwardly changed, but inwardly as

cause i s

well. Even our names have changed. We have

u p o nbean given ivteautfubnaries. Sdines| fqr the
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» Student Count 22
» Firsttime Salvations 0
» Rededications 2
» Filled with Holy Spirit 8
» Graduations 3

ALV

holiness we strive for; believers, because of » Prayer

our faith; brethren, because we love; disciples, » Monthly Supporters

because we seek more knowledge; soldiers,
~ » New Carpet for our Chapel
Wi tnesses, or

» Gravel for Driveway

for our

ou

discipline;
lwark; aral n"Christiares, because Christ is our

example. » Riding Lawn Mower

In our daily life, God has seen our strug- New Bunk Beds

»

gles, but He tells us that is over, because a

» New MiniVan

blessing is coming. All we have to do is realize

» New Commercial Ice Machine

that happiness keeps us sweet, trials keep us
»

Upgraded Sound & Video

strong, sorrows keep us human, failure keeps
System for our Chapel

us humble, success keeps us growing, but

» New Mattresses

» New Commercial Grade Gas

Cooking Stove

ing. As we continue to let God do a work in

us, we covet your prayers and that you be

We find v e»sNew or Upgraded Musical
Instruments for our Praise &
Worship Team

our sel
Yours in Christ,
Vernita McCrary

// EVENTS SCHEDULE

/[ CHOIR SERVICES
8/2 Calvary Baptist Church
Woodville, Texas | 10am

Cornerstone Worship Center
Clute, Texas | 10am

Powersource Community Church
Houston, Texas | 7pm

8/9 Impact Cowboy Church
Nacogdoches, Texas | 10:15am

Mt. Paran Missionary Baptist Church
Texas City, Texas | 10am

1st Baptist Church
Crocket, Texas | 10:15am

Central Assembly of\God Church
Angleton, Texas | 10am

Uvalde Baptist Church
Houston, Texas | 6pm

8/30 City of God Worship Center
Coldspring, Texas: [~10:45am

8/16 St . Paul 6s
Columbus, Texas | 9 & 11am

L ut h e CanmuniyBible Church
Channelview, Texas |. 1lam

Hillcrest Baptist Church
Center, Texas | 11am

8/23 Crossover Community Church
Alvin, Texas | 10:45am

r




