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My name is Servando Patino, Jr. I am 20 

years old. I am from San Antonio, Texas. I have 

been at Teen Challenge for 3 months.  

I grew up in a good Christian home. My 

parents both worked very hard, but were never 

home as a result. This caused many problems 

between them which finally ended in them 

getting a divorce when I was 15. I had a hard 

time dealing with the separation because my 

mom and dad had a lot of faith in God.  

I would ask myself, òWhy did God allow this 

to happen to my parents?ó I guess I did what 

most kids do when they donõt know who to 

turn to. I started experimenting with drugs and 

hanging out with the wrong people to try to 

fill that void in my life.  

   It began as an every weekend thing, but 

quickly turned into a habit. Hanging out 

with the wrong crowd had a big influence 

on me. Rebellion and confusion both 

came with that type of lifestyle. My 

mother couldnõt deal with me anymore 

so she sent me to live with my father. 

I did good for a while after moving in 

with my dad, but I was still looking for 

something to fill that void so again I 

got hooked up with the wrong peo-

ple and started selling drugs. I 

would always make fun of the 

drug addicts I would see on the street. But 

little did I know that I would soon be in their 

shoes, having no money or dignity. I started to 

steal, lie, and neglect my wife. My priorities 

didnõt matter to me because it was all about 

me. 

I hated what I had become and tried to 

commit suicide several times but God had a 

different plan, a greater plan. That plan was to 

go to Teen Challenge.  

It hurts to look back at what I did and who I 

hurt, but God forgives our sins and tosses 

them into the depths of the ocean.  

I thank God for the grace that is renewed 

every day and for a new hope. Since Iõve been 

at Teen Challenge Iõve learned to submit to 

God and really become more intimate with 

Him. The friends I have made here are great. 

Prayer has become an important part of my 

life and having sober judgment has made me 

appreciate life and my family a lot more. For all 

of this I would like to thank my Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. 

òFor he has rescued us from the dominion 

of darkness and brought us into the kingdom 

of the Son He loves in who we have redemp-

tion the forgiveness of sins.ó 

(Colossians 1:13-14) 

Today I am forgiven and a new creation. 
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     Growing in God is a process, meaning 

to humble ourselves to God daily, giving 

up and allowing the Holy Spirit to work 

through us.  With every trial and tempta-

tion, this is where we began to grow 

through every part of discipline and in 

every struggle that God takes us to a 

higher level.  Growing in God can be very 

painful because he pulls out all the junk 

that is buried down deep inside of us.  But 

if we allow the Holy Spirit to work in our 

lives, we will be amazed the growth that 

will happen.   

     It is never easy to change because 

change can be one of the hardest things 

we will ever have to do.  Remember 

though, it is through all the hard times 

and all the dry spells in our lives that this 

is where we grow the most.  If we never 

go through hard times, then we would 

never grow and we would just stay the 

same.  God allows things to happen in our 

lives to build strength and character.  As 

we grow in the Lord we learn how to live a 

healthy Christian life and remember to not 

grow weary in doing good, for in the end 

you will reap a harvest of joy.  The key to 

growing in the Lord is to stay rooted in his 

word, feeding your spirit.  

     As we grow, we are developing more 

of a personal relationship with God.  

Therefore do not allow the enemy to 

come in and uproot you.  Stay founded in 

his word.  With every new level, you will 

fight a new devil.  òLord, continuously 

grow us where we are planted.ó  2 Peter 

3:18 òbut grow in the grace and knowl-

edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

To him be the glory, both now and to the 

day of eternity.ó �]  

» Vehicles 

» Lawn Mowers &  
Weed eaters 

» Washers & Dryers 
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Center 

» New Twin Mattresses 

» Sheets & Blankets for Twin Size 
Beds 

» Round tables & chairs for dining 
facility 

» Large shop fans 

» Hand power tools 

» Disc & plow for tractor 

» Auditorium Chairs 

» Construction Materials 

» Walk in Cooler/Freezer 

» Sound Equipment for Chapel 

7/12 - First Assembly of God 

 Nixon, TX  |  10:45am 

 

7/12 - Highland Lakes UMC 

 Buchanan Dam, TX  |  10:45am 

 

7/12 - Trinity Fellowship 

 Leaky, TX  |  10:45am 

 

7/12 - First UMC of Devine 

 Devine, TX  |  10am 

 

7/12 - Wind Crest UMC 

 San Antonio, TX  |   

 Services: 8:15, 9:30, 11am 

7/12 - Restoration San Antonio 

 San Antonio, TX  |  11am 

 

7/12 - First Baptist Church 

 Itasca, TX  |  10:45am 

 

7/19 - First United Methodist  

 Seguin, TX  |  11am 

 

7/19 - First Baptist Church 

 Bronte, TX  |  6pm 

 

7/19 - Victory Baptist 

 Kerrville, TX  |  11am 

 

7/19 - Trinity Lutheran Church 

 Blanco, TX  |  10:30am 

 

7/26 - First United Methodist  

 Dilly, TX  |  10:45am 

 

7/26 - Gathering the Church 

 Lytle, TX  |  10:30am 

 

7/26 - First Lutheran Church 

 San Marcos, TX  |  11am 

 

7/26 - Miori Lane Baptist Church 

 Victoria, TX   

 

7/26 - Ways of Christ Church 

 San Antonio, TX  |  11:30am 

 

7/26 - First Baptist Church 

 Ballinger, TX  |  10:30am 

 

» Student Count    104    

» First-time Salvations    24 

» Re-dedications       25 

» Graduations          3 

Hey! My name is Tebra Nix. I am 19 and 

from Houston, Texas. I have been in the pro-

gram a little over 4 months ð only by the 

grace of God. I grew up in church, but my 

relationship with God was always off and on. 

My parents were married but lived split life 

styles and it didnõt make it easy. My Mom 

was living for the Lord and my Dad wanted 

nothing to do with Him. Through all their 

fighting and my lack of a personal relation-

ship with my Dad, I developed an identity 

problem and my anger towards him grew. 

When I was 14, I became bulimic and thatõs 

when I fell into depression. The summer 

before my senior year in high school I at-

tempted suicide for the first time. I thought 

the emptiness I felt was over, but my last 

year of high school took a very different 

turn. That year I was in a very intense, un-

healthy relationship. I lost my last grandpar-

ents and shortly after that a very close 

cousin committed suicide. I was devastated 

and felt completely lost. After that, it 

seemed like everything went spiraling down. 

Not too long after I graduated, I attempted 

suicide again and ended up going through 

an outpatient program, but I didnõt graduate 

and ended up further into my addiction. I 

had lost all hope for a future. My parents 

were separated, I was living in different ho-

tels with my mom and sister, I had dropped 

out of college, lost my job, and was losing 

my family and loved ones. I spent most of 

my time away with people who could care 

less if I dropped dead.  

My life seemed like an endless cycle, but 

thank God for a Savior who truly loves us. I 

am amazed that He would lay his life down 

for me so I wouldnõt have to keep on living 

like that. Romans 8:17 says òIf we go 

through the hard times with Him, then weõre 

certainly going to go through the good 

times with Him.ó I am ecstatic to tell you that 

my dad gave his heart back to God and He 

is restoring my parents marriage, my family, 

and my loved oneõs. My dad and I are devel-

oping a relationship and I now know my 

security is found in Jesus Christ.  �]  


