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I was told that I would be an addict for the 

rest of my life.  I had jail, drugs, and hatred to 

look forward to. Through Jesus Christ my trials 

helped me prove them wrong. My name is 

Shawn Spinale. Iõm 27 years old and Iõve been 

delivered from drugs and sin through the 

grace of  God.  

    At a young age my parents divorced and 

I remember from then on I never felt at 

home anywhere. My father was in the 

military and my mother was over bearing 

when it came to my life. I moved from 

parent to parent throughout my teen-

age years. I built up an untouchable 

anger by not dealing with my prob-

lems and that soon led to my drug 

use. My first encounter with God 

happened at the age of 16.  I 

gave my life to the lord but I was selfish with 

it.  I went to church on Sundayõs and used 

drugs during the week.  I moved back to Texas 

at the age of 26 with the intent on joining the 

Marines with my fatherõs support of course. I 

lasted 2 weeks at his house before I overdosed 

with my little sister there. That was the lowest 

point of my life. My dad gave me two options, 

go to Teen Challenge or move back to Atlanta 

with my mom.  

Since I have been at Teen Challenge, there 

are three words that describe this program for 

me:  Discipline, Love, and Prayer.  I am finding 

who I am in Christ and growing closer to him 

each passing day. He shows me areas of my 

life that I need to work on and accept it.  

Thank you  God for your deliverance and your 

Agape love.  y 
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 Be still and know that I am God. 

(Ps.46:10)  That verse became relevant to 

us recently while experiencing an earth-

quake. While we knew the earthquake 

only registered a 5.2 and could have been 

so much worse, at the time of going 

through it was a freighting experience. 

Calling out to God was the first thing we 

did, but the being still part was a bit 

harder. 

When we came out of our room that 

morning after the earthquake and saw 

fear on so many peopleõs faces, we knew it 

was fear warranted by the fact that a year 

ago many lives were taken by an earth-

quake in that very town. The gospel of 

Luke 21:26  tells us òmenõs hearts failing 

them from fear and the expectation of 

those things which are coming on the 

earth, for the powers of the heavens will 

be shaken.ó Then we go to verse 28 with 

hope for the Christian, òwhen these things 

begin to happen, look up and lift up your 

heads because your redemption draws 

near.ó 

Our God has supplied us with every-

thing needed to sustain our faith through 

all the storms in our lives. We have been 

given the witness of the Holy Spirit, who 

abides in us, and Godõs revealed word in 

the scriptures.  These will sustain us and 

carry us through even as our world is 

shaken. When fear becomes overwhelm-

ing and we feel there is no hope, we must 

remind ourselves of how great our God is. 

Paul tells us in 2 Timothy òfor I know 

whom I have believed and am persuaded 

that He is able to keep what I have com-

mitted to Him until that day.ó 

If you are going through situations 

where your world is shaken and your faith 

is weak, let me remind you of how 

MIGHTY our God is.  You will find any grip 

of fear being broken by a vision of His 

majesty. 

The Lord is not slack concerning His 

promise, but is longsuffering toward us, not 

willing that any should perish but that all 

should come to repentance.  - 2 Peter 3:9 

Our prayers are with you.  Thanks 

again for all you do for this ministry.  y 

We are all products of prayer.  We are 

not at Teen Challenge through certain cir-

cumstances, but through the power of 

prayer.  You can find so many powerful 

prayer stories throughout this campus.  We 

have been praying for Shawn Spinaleõs  dad 

for quite some time now because he had to 

have unannounced heart surgery this 

month. Today I found out everything went 

great. I have no doubt that those doctorõs 

hands were guided by God through the 

actions of prayer.  In Staff training and sec-

ond phase we are watching a DVD by Jim 

Cymbala called òWhen Godõs People Pray.ó  

What I have learned from those sessions is 

that preparatory prayer sets the tone for 

every aspect of our spiritual life.  God loves 

us so much and he wants that relationship 

we receive through physical and spiritual 

blessings.  We suffer as individuals and min-

istryõs such as Teen Challenge if we fail to 

ask for those blessings through prayer. We 

have prayed so hard for our second building  

to go up and yet the material still sits on the 

ground.  Sometimes if we are not ready 

spiritually God will delay those prayer re-

quest.  We have to keep searching, keep 

asking and keep praying that God grants us 

that building.  Prayer can change circum-

stances, like our building being built.  It can 

change lives, like having the opportunity to 

come to Teen Challenge.  It can and will 

form a relationship with our Lord Jesus 

Christ!   y  

// CHOIR SERVICES 

6/28ñKingwood New Life 

             Kingwood, Texas  |  10:15am 

7/12ñNorthside Babtist Church 

           Conroe, Texas/ 6:00pm 

7/12ñNew Life Church  

      Vidor,Texas  |  10:30am 

7/19ñFellowship Church 

       Woodville, Texas  |  11:00am 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

            

 

             

 

             

 

                          

              

 

 

              

 

              

» Sound Equipment 

» Commercial Grade Kitchen 
Equipment 

» New Computers &  
Office Furniture 

» Auto Mechanic Needs 

» $25 Wal-Mart Cards for 
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» Gas-Powered Push mowers 

 

» Student Count                  16  

» First-time Salvations   1 

» Re-dedications      5 

» Filled with Holy Spirit   1 

By Rhome Smith, Staff 


