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My name is John Rodriguez. Iõm 20 years 

old and Iõm from Palestine, Texas. I was pretty 

much raised without a father. My dad was 

involved in gangs and was a drug dealer. He 

went to prison when I was six and was re-

leased when I was sixteen. By that time, I had 

already followed in his footsteps and was 

involved in drugs and gangs myself. While 

my dad was incarcerated, he was saved. He 

tried to run my life and he would try to tell 

me about Jesus Christ. I didnõt want to 

hear it. I was living in denial and was de-

termined to do what ever I wanted to do. 

I was involved in lots of violent fights. I 

had known about God at one time in 

my life, but now I was running.  I was 

at home one night and was thinking 

about killing myself because I could-

nõt get out of my addictions of em-

balming fluid and cocaine. God 

spoke to my heart because I 

knew Him, but I was being re-

bellious. I also knew that all I had to do was 

pray and ask God to forgive me of my sins. 

But I was so caught up in my selfish ambi-

tions that I was too proud to pray. One night 

I was jumped by another gang and was left 

for dead. They had beat me with a tire iron 

and pistols and left me in a ditch. The next 

day some people found me and all I remem-

ber after that was waking up 7 days later in 

the hospital. I got out of the hospital and my 

dad was trying to tell me that Jesus Christ 

was still the only way to truly change. So I 

finally agreed to get help and found Teen 

Challenge. Ever since then, my life has been 

better than itõs ever been. I used to have so 

much hate in my heart, but God is slowly 

purging it out and I can honestly say that 

today I love myself and my brothers. I also 

love my mom and dad and canõt thank them 

enough for telling me about Jesus Christ . I 

also thank Teen Challenge for being there 

when I needed them. 



My life started rough and confused. I was 

given up for adoption as well as my 2 other 

siblings. My aunt and uncle took me in and 

gave me everything I needed, I lacked noth-

ing. But I still had a void in my heart I could 

not fill. I filled that void with drugs, alcohol, 

and anger. Those things only brought me jail 

time, destruction, and almost death. I was 

court ordered to TC. When I arrived, it was 

very hard but TC taught me about Jesus 

Christ and how to accept Him. Not only how 

to accept Him, but how to live for Him. I 

made a choice to give Him everything I had 

been using to fill that void. Now I know truth 

and hope. The woman I would later end up 

marrying entered the program in õ04. Sonya 

was broken, lost, used drugs to distort her 

reality, and consumed alcohol to be some-

body. But everything the drugs and alcohol 

had promised her never came, and her life 

was full of loneliness, pain, and confusion. 

She was a slave to the world. Her family was 

saved when she was 18, two years later she 

wanted what her family had. She cried out for 

help. Empty inside she entered Teen Chal-

lenge and graduated the program. The hard-

est part for her was not kicking the drugs or 

staying in the program, it was facing herself. 

God brought us to Teen Challenge to bring 

us into a relationship with Him. Everyday Je-

sus taught us a little more about Himself. 

After we graduated, Sonya and I became 

friends. Our relationship continued to grow  

and Sonya and I were married January 2007. 

Now a little more than 3 years after graduat-

ing we are still clean and have a little girl. As 

a father and husband I am now able to be 

trusted to lead my family under Lordõs direc-

tion. My heart desires nothing more than to 

share truth and hope with men that have 

been where I have been. I hope to give them 

every thing that God has given me, most of 

all to give God all the glory and acknowledg-

ment that he deserves. 

Well, the Banquet is here ! April 23, 2009 

will be our first annual banquet. If you have any 

last minute donations for the silent auction, 

would like to sponsor a table, or would like to 

attend, call the office at 409-384-5054. There is 

limited seating and time is running very short. 

You donõt want to miss this event! We are ex-

cited to share what is going on in the lives of 

the men in the program.  

While the men are in this 13 month pro-

gram, they learn many things. During class time 

they learn about God and how to apply the 

principles found in the Word of God to their 

lives. The classrooms are not the only environ-

ment in which learning takes place. They are 

also learning new trades that will enable them 

to find better jobs when they graduate. As men 

with addictions enroll in the program, they 

come with different sets of experience and 

skills. One may have been a mechanic, another 

may have worked in plumbing and many other 

areas. As projects come up, we will send the 

experienced man accompanied by one or more 

other men to work on a project together. They 

are then taught how that job is done. One re-

cent example of this was when the men built an 

entire house from the ground up without the 

help of anyone outside of our students here. 

One man knew how to frame the house so he 

taught two others how it is done. Another man 

knew how to do the plumbing, and another 

knew how to 

insulate, sheet-

rock, and paint. 

Still another 

knew how to 

put a roof on. 

When each one 

got to the area that another person was experi-

enced in, they would then follow the leadership 

of the one skilled in that area. It only took three 

weeks to build the house, and by the time the 

house was complete, they all knew how to do 

each otherõs specialties! This teaches the men 

how to work as a team , as well as how to take 

authority and submit to  authority . 

Another industry the men are about to take 

part in is farming. There are many lessons that 

are learned from sowing and reaping  in the 

Word. We have a farmer that is coming out to 

the camp and teaching us how to grow and 

maintain a large garden that will feed our men 

fresh vegetables this year.  This will be a bless-

ing in so many ways for the Jasper men! God 

uses these everyday things to teach us and we 

thank Him for each lesson He gives! 

» Prayer 

» Monthly Supporters 

» Items to be auctioned at our 
banquet in April 

» Meat 

» Washer and Dryer 

» Air Compressor  

» Tools for our newly completed 
mechanic shop on campus 

» Leaf Blower 

» Materials for Expansion 
  2x4s, plywood, sheetrock 
  carpet, etc. 

» Choir Services 

» Christian, rated PG, or 
  rated G movies 

» Office supplies 

» Student Count                  29   

» First-time Salvations   3 

» Re-dedications      5 

 

  // CHOIR SERVICES  
 
 
April 19, 2009  
 Katy Baptist Church 

 Colmesneil,  TX |  6:00 pm 

 

 

// SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

April 23, 2009  
 Teen Challenge of Jasper Banquet  

 Harvest Church Banquet Hall 

    Jasper, TX  

    Begins at 7pm Doors open at 6pm 

 

// SPECIAL EVENTS 
  
April 13, 2009  & April 27, 2009  
   Car Washð  In the Harvest Church  

 parking lot,  Jasper, TX  |  10amð 4pm 


