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I am 27 years old. I was born and raised in 

Mexico, Missouri. Life for me has had many 

ups and downs. I was brought up in an alco-

holic home and my father was very strict. 

Often, his words were very hurtful and I felt 
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divorced when I was 17 and I went to live 

with my mother. My father past away shortly 

after this. I ended up dropping out of 

school, and experimenting with alcohol 

and drugs. I have struggled with alcohol 

ever since. Alcohol was my release. If I 

had problems or struggles, it was always 

there. Through all this, I was blessed with 

a son who I love very much. Yet, I still 

continued to drink. I found myself put-

ting alcohol before him, kin of like my 

father did with me. I needed to 

change. I called my brother for help 

and he told me about Teen Chal-

lenge. I have been in the pro-

gram for almost 4 months now, 

and life overall has changed 

for the better. Relationships in my family 

have been restored through the love of Jesus 

Christ. I feel better about myself and when I 

have struggles today, I turn them over to 

God. I miss my son and my family a lot, but 

the trust and faith that I have in God takes 

care of the hard times. Proverbs 3:5-6 says 
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not on your own understanding. In all your 

ways acknowledge Him, and He will make 
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heart. God is showing me things I have never 

seen before pertaining to my life, and I am 

excited to see the plans He has for me. My 

family is very proud of me today and I have a 

great bond with the brothers that live here. I 

give all the glory to God for the life I live to-

day and I greatly appreciate Teen Challenge 

for guiding me toward Him. The knowledge 

and wisdom that I gain here will keep me on 

the straight and narrow path to continue 

seeking God when I graduate. Today I can 

dream again. Thank you Jesus! 


