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I am 43 yrs old, and I was raised in South 

Texas. I come from a wonderful family who 

showered me with love and support always. 

Somewhere around eighth grade I tried mari-

juana for the first time. I really liked the way it 

made me feel, but I tell you that is only for a 

season. Iõve heard many people say it is a 

gateway drug and that is so true. By the 

time I graduated high school, I was taking 

pills, smoking everything I could, and even 

began injecting myself. My life consisted 

of lying, cheating, stealing, and complete 

manipulation. Even going to prison for 

four years didnõt change me. My heart 

became very hardened. I attempted to 

go to college for about five years at 

different schools, but never com-

pleted because of my behavior. The 

worst thing is how much I dam-

aged my relationship with my 

family. My drug addiction af-

fected everyone not just me. I 

never really gave God a 

thought. In my early 20õs, I even claimed to 

be an atheist. I remember coming home to 

see my mom one day and she wouldnõt let 

me stay. I had to hide in a dumpster because 

drug dealers, cops, and my family was look-

ing for me. I tried for an hour to inject myself 

but, it wasnõt working. It was at that moment 

that God began to convict me. I felt pain, 

anger, frustration, and sadness for what I had 

done to everyone around me. I remember 

saying the most sincere prayer I ever have 

said.  I said òGod teach me how to live.ó One 

week later I was at Teen Challenge. Thank 

God that His Word says òFor I know the plans 

I have for youó says the Lord òplans to pros-

per you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you a hope and a future.ó I gave my heart to 

the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Things have 

never been the same. He has restored many 

relationships, and my mother gave her life to 

the Lord. My life is full of hope now. Today 

even my bad days are good because God is 

working something out in my life.  



    Student Count         21 

    Salvations                               3 

    Rededications                         4 

This month there is so much to cele-

brate! This is the time that we recognize 

that our savior was born! His name is Je-

sus. He is what this program is centered 

upon. His supreme sacrifice allows our 

students to have a new start. They can 

start again free from the sin of their past 

because our Father sent His son to die for 

us. The birth of Jesus started a cascade of 

events that has brought peace and joy to 

so many. It gets very personal to our stu-

dents.  The men here have a place that is a 

safe place to go and become a new man. 

They have food to eat and a warm place 

to sleep. Their families can actually cele-

brate the holidays now. It can be devastat-

ing knowing that a son or grandson is 

close to death or prison in addiction. This 

year 21 families can sit back, take a deep 

breath, and know their loved one is safe. It 

will be a special Christmas for them. Their 

family member is sober and has an under-

standing of what Christmas is really all 

about.  

While you celebrate this season, please 

remember to pray for our students. It can 

be quite difficult to be away from their 

families during the holiday season. Many 

times this is the first Christmas in many 

years that they have a clear mind, and it is 

hard to be away from loved ones with 

their new outlook on family. It takes the 

sweet spirit of the Lord to get the men 

through, and oh how the Lord honors the 

sacrifice. We are helping them see that 

God is faithful and will continue to reward 

their diligence in seeking the Lord.  

Making this Christmas special  

This year we are doing all we can to 

help make this year a very special Christ-

mas for the men here in Jasper. One way 

we plan on doing this is by sending toys to 

the children of the students. We are going 

to need your help making this possible. 

We are going to go and purchase new 

toys for each child and mail it to them 

wrapped from daddy! As you can imagine, 

this will not be cheap to do. If you would 

like to help make this happen, please 

make a note on your donation that says it 

is for the Christmas toys. That will help us 

keep an account of how much we will be 

able to spend on this effort.  

We would like to invite any family 

members of students to come and cele-

brate Christmas day here from 10am-5pm. 

We will have a special Christmas church 

service followed by a Christmas day lunch 

with all the fixings. We ask the family 

members to bring deserts with them.  Af-

ter lunch, the campus will be open for 

visitation until 5pm.  It will be a fun day!  



Prayer 

 

Monthly Supporters  

 

Meat 

 

Riding Lawn Mower 

 

Leaf Blower 

 

Lumber for Expansion 

 2x4s, plywood,  

 Sheet rock, carpet 

 

Choir Services 

 

Christian PG or G Rated  

movies  

 

Office supplies 

 

Menõs Clothing, and Toilet-

ries 

 

Deep Freeze 

 

Furniture for the new Thrift 

Store we will be opening  

 

// CHOIR SERVICES 
  
December 25, 2008  

 Teen Challenge Christmas Service  

  At the Jasper Center 

 Jasper,  Texas  |  11:00 am 
 

 

 

// SPECIAL EVENTS  

Monday December 1, 2008 ð Car Wash 

                 10am-6pm  

 Monday December 15, 2008 ð Car Wash 

                 10am-6pm  

   

 

  

 

Monday December 29, 2008 ð Car Wash 

                 10am-6pm  

  In the Harvest Church parking lot in 

Jasper  

Meet Our Staff  
My name is Al Mathes. I have 

been the Education Director of 

Teen Challenge in Jasper, Texas for 

about a month. I grew up in the 

streets of Brooklyn, N.Y. and lived 

there for over 51 years. Growing 

up in the Big Apple, I have seen a 

lot of things, including the first 

tower of the World Trade Center 

go down on September 11th. I was 

5 blocks away when it happened. 

And I have never seen anything 

like it in all my life.  

 In February of 2005, I left the 

Big Apple and I moved to Pensa-

cola, Florida to marry my wife Lori. I thought 

I was entering into a godly marriage. But I 

found that she had been drinking, and 

smoking cigarettes. I got caught up in a 

verbally abusive marriage. It got so bad, that 

by July 2005, I went into Teen Challenge. 

Midway through the program, Lori was 

killed in an automobile accident. I was 

shocked and devastated. But I did not go to 

pieces because I made the Lord Jesus Christ 

the #1 priority in my life. Because of that, I 

was able to graduate from the program in 

July 2006. Then I attended Teen Challenge 

International Ministry Institute in Jackson-

ville, Florida for 2 years. I became among 

the last students to graduate before the 

school closed down in August 2008.  

The scripture I stand on is 1 Thessaloni-

ans 4: 16-18 òFor the Lord himself shall de-

scend from heaven with a shout, with the 

voice of the archangel and the trump of 

God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first. 

Then we who are alive and remain shall be 

caught together in the clouds, to meet the 

Lord in the air, and thus weõll ever be with 

Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with 

these words.ó 

 I strongly believe that the rapture is 

coming very soon. I encourage every Teen 

Challenge student to be ready for that day. 

 



Corporate Office 
3850 S. Loop 1604 West 
San Antonio, TX  78264 
210.624.2075 
 
 

Jasper Campus 
442 Private Rd 8002 
Jasper, TX 75951 
409-384-5054 
 
www.tctexas.org 


