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My 5 year old daughter, Emma, and I are from 

Houston, Texas. Our lives seemed to be going 

pretty well. Nice home, a dog named Tori, and a 

fish named Jake. Our seemingly peaceful life was 

abruptly interrupted on February 6, 2007 when 

Emma and I woke up, and my wife Shelly didnõt.  

Shelly was the beautiful, healthy 33 year old love-

of-my-life who had Jesus in her heart and the 

whole world at her doorstep. I will not even at-

tempt to describe the pain that sat down on my 

heart like a 40-ton boulder. It was only a matter 

of days before I was passionately overwhelmed 

with bitterness and hatred towards God. I just 

couldnõt wrap my carnal mind around why this 

unnecessary tragedy had hit me and Emma.   

     To say I felt hatred toward God is a hard 

statement for me to make. My parents were 

pastors and I have loved Jesus all my life. I 

studied the word for most of my adult life 

and even served as a Youth Pastor for Peace 

Tabernacle A/G in Cleveland, Texas.  

Through this tragedy I realized that I had a 

lot knowledge of the word but I didnõt have 

the word in my heart.  So, in my darkest 

hours of pain and depression, I didnõt call 

on the word to deliver me.  

   It took seven months for the patholo-

gist to tell me what had happened to 

my wife.  She was allergic to Tylenol 

PM and she had taken two before 

bed that night.  In the seven 

months it took to learn of this, I 

had spiraled so far into an addic-

tion to prescription medication 

that I couldnõt find my way out. I was passed out 

more than I was awake. I didnõt have any desire to 

go on without her. I wanted to cash in and check 

out of this thing called life.  I had no one to an-

swer to for accountability and there was no end to 

my access to the medication. I had been taking 

medication for about 13 years following a work -

related injury in a chemical plant.  I fell 40 feet 

and landed over a pipe right across my back.  

After 4 back surgeries and a lot of medication 

every 4 hrs of every day I was able to walk, but 

not far.   

I hit bottom two days after Christmas of 2007 

when I woke up on the kitchen floor to find Emma 

standing over me with tears in her eyes asking me 

òDaddy, are you going to die and go to heaven 

and leave me like momma did?ó I sat straight up, 

instantly sober, and said òNo baby, Daddy is go-

ing to let Jesus fix me.ó  Two days later I arrived at 

Teen Challenge Coastal Bend and my life has 

never been the same. 

God, through the power of the Holy Spirit has 

healed my heart, mind and soul.  I am healed, 

delivered and happier than I have ever been in my 

life thus far. The moment I surrendered òWhole 

heartedlyó to God he opened up the windows of 

Heaven and has been pouring out His blessings 

on Emma and I more than we can even compre-

hend.  I have been completely healed of all back 

pain and can touch my toes for the first time since 

my injury October 31, 1995.  I thank God every 

day for Teen Challenge accepting Emma and I, 

and showing us that God is still on the throne and 

saving lives, one student at a time.           



    Student Count         67 

    First-time Salvations      6 

    Re-dedications                     13 

    Filled with Holy Spirit      4 

    Graduations       4 

Hello and Greetings from Teen 

Challenge of the Coastal Bend.  I hope 

this letter finds you blessed and pros-

pering in the Lord.  Our hearts and 

deepest sympathy go out to all who 

are dealing with the effects of Hurri-

cane Ike.  Please be encouraged in the 

strength of the Lord and the power of 

His might.  We pray that you continue 

to be clothed in the full armor of God 

so that you can stand in these last 

days! 

Itõs hard to believe that Fall is 

upon us, and we find ourselves al-

ready a month into the 2008-2009 

school year.  Campus Kids Home 

School has a full house and the chil-

dren are adjusting well!  The dream of 

restoring the òwhole familyó that was 

shared by Brother Follis, our former 

president, is now being lived out. God 

is bringing families back together!   

The prophet Joel declared that God 

would restore the years 

the enemy has stolen.  

We believe that in order 

to see families prosper 

again, the restoration 

process is vital not only 

for the parents, but also 

for the children as well.  

We must train them up 

in the way they should 

go.  The staff and teach-

ers here are so privi-

leged to help in that 

process. 

In their classes, our children use 

the ABEKA Home School curriculum. 

We are pleased to announce that the 

total amount for our curriculum has 

been paid in full! If you were an 

Abeka curriculum sponsor, thank you 

for your contributions. The academic 

and spiritual futures of our children 

look brighter because of your invest-

ment. 

It is the conviction of our Chil-

drenõs Program Director, Amy Smoth-

ers, that any of our Campus Kids 

should be able to easily move on 

from our school to public school and 

continue to excel in the same grade 

level. 

In addition to our preschool and 

grade schoolers, we have fifteen chil-

dren ages 11 months to 3 years.  With 

the expectant mothers on campus, 

our infant room will be increasing by 

two in the very near future!  

Children truly are a blessing from 

God.  As you can see, Teen Challenge 

of the Coastal Bend has been en-

trusted with many little blessings on 

our campus.  We are so thankful to 

the Lord for the work He is doing in 

the lives of these children and their 

parents. Miracles occur everyday here 

in Teen Challenge of the Coastal 

Bend. Thank you so much for your 

continued prayers and support as we 

endeavor to make a lasting impres-

sion on the physical, emotional, and 

spiritual lives of these children.   

òRed, yellow, orange, and brown;  leaves 

are falling to the groundóêThis is the poem 

that kicked off our fall theme òFalling for 

Autumnó.  We have been busy learning 

about the season of Autumn.  From the 

youngest infant to our oldest grade schooler, 

Campus Kids have been celebrating fall col-

ors with all kinds of art projects.  We created 

our own pumpkin patch complete with real 

scarecrows and pumpkins at the front of the 

property.  Each age group made their own 

scarecrow by stuffing old clothes with hay! 

After every child decorated their own indi-

vidual pumpkins, they were put on display 

around our family of scarecrows. Classrooms 

are decorated with òstained glass leavesó, 

handprint cutouts in every fall color, feathery 

crows, finger-painted trees, etc.  We have 

eaten pumpkin pie, baked pumpkin seeds, 

and scheduled a visit to story time at a local 

pumpkin patch as well!   

Ecclesiastes 3:1 states òThere is a time for 

everything and a season for every activity 

under heaven.ó Learning about the change 

of seasons has been great fun, and continues 

with our November theme: Harvest.   

Prayer 

Lawn Equipment 

Musical Instruments 

Chapel Décor 

Carpet 

Construction Supplies 

Computers 

Van 

Office/School Supplies 

Kitchen Supplies 

Air Conditioning Units  

Monthly Donations  

Vehicle Cleaning Supplies 

// CHOIR SERVICES 

11/2ñBayshore Bible Church  

(Stay Sharp Presentation) 

Corpus Christi, Texas | 5:00pm 

11/2ñNew Hope Church  

Beeville, Texas  | 6:00pm 

11/2ñ Six Mile Assembly of God 

     Port Lavaca, Texas | 10:30am 

11/9ñFirst Presbyterian Church 

      Robstown, Texas | 11:00am 

11/9ñMenonita Rey de Gloria  

      Brownsville, Texas | 10:00am 

11/9ñPentecostal Church 

     Brownsville, Texas | 10:00am 

11/12ñSt. James Catholic Church  

      stay sharp Refugio, Texas | 6:00pm 

11/16ñTrinity United Methodist Church  

      McAllen, Texas | 10:30am 

 

 

 

11/16ñLove of Christ Lutheran Church 

     Weslaco, Texas | 8:00 am & 11:00am 

11/16ñFaith Life Christian Church  

      Hebbronville, Texas | 10:00am 

11/19ñFirst United Methodist Church  

       Cotulla, Texas | 6:00pm 

11/23ñLaredo Christian Church 

      Laredo, Texas | 10:30am 

11/23ñEl Shaddai 

      Corpus Christi, Texas | 11:00am 

11/30ñNew Song  Church 

      Corpus Christ, Texas | 6:00pm 

11/30ñHarvest Pavilion of Faith  

      Harlingen, Texas | 11:30am 

 

 

// CAMPUS EVENTS 

Every TuesdayñPraise-In Service 

 Campus Chapel  |  7pm 

 

 


